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Christmas picture frame 


The combination of natural wood and a painted finish results in a simple, yet appealing picture frame 
with a Christmas theme. I made my outer frame of Pine plywood, and used MDF for the painted pieces. 
The inner frame and tree are painted with traditional Christmas colors: Green, red and a touch of gold 
for the star on the tree. I prefer the ease, as well as the glossy finish of spray paints, but acrylic paints 
can be used instead. Several coats of acrylic will be required for adequate coverage of the MDF pieces. 
The finished frame can be hung on a wall by means of a nail hooked into the circular hole at the top of 
the frame. Alternatively a hanger of your choice may be attached to the back of the project. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Cut the work pieces to size on the scroll saw. Sand the plywood using the palm sander to reduce the 
amount of hand sanding to be done later. Apply masking tape to the front of the work pieces. Make 
photocopies of the patterns and use temporary-bond spray adhesive or glue stick to attach them on top 
of the masking tape. 


Drill the blade entry holes for the frame work pieces using a one sixteen inch bit. Switch to a one thirty 
two inch bit and carefully drill a hole in one corner of the photo holder and backing work piece. Use 
sandpaper or a scraper blade held at a slight angle to remove the burrs created by drilling the holes, 
being sure to follow the grain of the wood. 


Thread a No. 3 reverse tooth blade or blade of choice through the blade entry holes, and make all the 
inside cuts of the outer frame pattern. Cut the curved top edge on the pattern line. Cut along the inner 
solid lines of the two frame patterns. 



Cut out the tree overlay. Cut the photo holder by threading the blade through the corner hole and 
making one continuous cut on the line. The cut-out piece is used as the backing insert for your frame. If 
preferred, cut a backing from a separate piece of MDF. Use the disc sander to straight-sand the edges of 
the work pieces up to the pattern lines. 







Remove the masking tape and patterns. Using 150-grit sandpaper, sand the back of all the work pieces 
by hand or use a sanding block to remove all burrs. Sand the front of the pieces starting with 150-grit 
sandpaper and then use 320-grit sandpaper until you have achieved a smooth finish. Small files are 
handy to clean up the pierce cuts. Round-over both edges of the plywood frame and the inside edge of 
the inner frame, using sandpaper or a scraper blade. A router with a round-over bit can also be used. 
Remove all sanding dust with a stiff-bristled paint brush and a lint-free cloth. 

Apply several thin coats of green spray paint to the inner frame, photo holder and backing, and the tree 
overlay. Allow it to dry thoroughly between coats. Wrap strips of masking tape around the inner frame at 
irregular intervals. The tape will prevent these areas from being painted. Apply several coats of red spray 
paint to the inner frame. 



Use masking tape and paper to cover the green areas of the tree and paint the stem with brown and the 
star with gold. Spray some red paint onto paper. Working quickly, dip the end of a large-sized artist's 
brush in the paint and apply the dots. Carefully remove the strips of masking tape from the inner frame. 

















Using a small-sized artist's brush so you can reach all the inside surfaces of the pierce cuts, apply deep- 
penetrating furniture wax liquid or Danish oil to the plywood outer frame. Wipe off excess wax liquid with 
a dry, lint-free cloth, and place item in the sun to dry. Allow several hours for the finish to penetrate and 
then rub the waxy layer from the surface with a lint-free cloth. 

Apply small beads of wood glue to the front of the inner frame, position it behind the outer frame and 
apply clamps. Remove any glue seepage and allow it to dry. Once dry, remove clamps and glue the 
photo holder in place behind the inner frame. 



Glue the tree overlay in position on top of the plywood frame. Secure the backing insert into the photo 
holder, using flat turn buttons and short screws. Apply several thin coats of clear spray varnish, allowing 
the project to dry thoroughly between coats. If preferred, you can apply varnish to the plywood frame 
before gluing the frames together, as the high gloss finish of the spray paint does not really need to be 
varnished. 



Attach a saw tooth hanger to the back of the frame, if you are using one. I nsert your picture and display. 








Drill blade entry holes in outer frame 
and make the circle and heart fret cuts 











Photo holder 


Photo holder and backing 
Use 1/8" (3mm) MDF 
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Drill a small hole in the corner 

Thread the blade and make a continuous cut 

to separate the photo holder from the backing 



Christmas tree overlay 
Use 1/4" (6mm) MDF 


Dashed lines = paint lines 




